ESPAS Conference 2020

The 2020 ESPAS annual conference - Thinking about the Future: Europe’s Road to 2030 - will take place at the end of a momentous year
in human history. The coronavirus pandemic is having a profound impact on societies and economies, and it is clear that many long-held
assumptions about how we live, work and relate to each other are being challenged as never before.

In the course of this two-day conference, we will consider how
to build a more resilient Europe in an uncertain world, and
explore how Europe can navigate existing and emerging global
trends in order to chart a course for 2030.

The conference will consider how the coronavirus has affected our understanding of key global trends and what this might mean for our common future, exploring the implications for
Europe and other regions around the world. The question of how the Union can increase its capacity to handle future shocks - by better identifying risks, capabilities and opportunities -
will also feature prominently in the discussion.

The conference will begin with a presentation of the European Commission’s recently- published, first annual Strategic Foresight Report - Charting the course towards a more resilient
Europe (https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/new-push-european-democracy/strategic-foresight/2020-strategic-foresight-report_en) - by Vice-President Maro$ Seféovic.
In parallel, the event will look at how the conclusions of the 2019 ESPAS Report, Global Trends to 2030: Challenges and Opportunities for Europe
(/orbis/sites/default/files/generated/document/en/ESPAS_Report2019_V14.pdf), now look in the light of the pandemic.

Building on the success of ESPAS in identifying global trends in recent years, together with the impetus the project has given to the development of foresight across the European
institutions, the conference will explore how to strengthen the link between global trends analysis and the practical needs of EU policy-making.

The purpose of the ESPAS annual conference is to engage in a broad-ranging conversation with policy analysts and foresight experts in governments, think tanks, universities and many
other organisations on what matters in this fast-moving field. The current crisis has underlined the importance of foresight in effective policy-making and we hope that the conference can
contribute to that process.


https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/new-push-european-democracy/strategic-foresight/2020-strategic-foresight-report_en
https://espas.eu/orbis/sites/default/files/generated/document/en/ESPAS_Report2019_V14.pdf
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Relations and Foresight, European
Commission

Nathalie TOCCI

Deputy Director, Italian Institute for
International Affairs

Pawel SWIEBODA

Director General, Human Brain Project

Greg TREVERTON

Professor of the Practice of International
Relations and Spatial Sciences, University
of Southern California

Jaana Tapanainen-
THIESS
Secretary General, Government Report on

the Future and Government Foresight
Group, Prime Minister’s Office, Finland

Laurence TUBIANA

President and CEO, European Climate
Foundation, Member High Council on
Climate, France

Apostolos TZITZIKOSTAS

President, European Committee of the
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ESPAS The European Strategy and Policy Analysis System (ESPAS) brings together the
titutions and bodies in a process of administrative-level

various European Union i
cooperation designed to identify and analyse the medium- and long-term trends facing the
European Union and their implications for policy-makers. This dialogue was established in
the early 2010s as a means of promoting longer-term thinking in the EU policy process and
encouraging the Union’s various institutions to cooperate more closely in the field of
foresight.


https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/new-push-european-democracy/strategic-foresight/2020-strategic-foresight-report_en
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/653208/EPRS_STU(2020)653208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/652024/EPRS_STU(2020)652024_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/646111/EPRS_STU(2019)646111_EN.pdf
https://espas.secure.europarl.europa.eu/orbis/sites/default/files/generated/document/en/espas%20report%202015.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/649405/EPRS_BRI(2020)649405_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/627126/EPRS_STU(2018)627126_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/603263/EPRS_STU(2017)603263_EN.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OytuOln6X6Y&feature=youtu.be

